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Atrial fibrillation is an increasingly common clinical problem as the age of the population in North America has significantly increased. Medical therapy in terms of stroke prevention is improving.

However, rhythm restoration is undergoing significant research and evolution.  Medications to restore sinus rhythm have been minimally effective and therefore, invasive strategies such as percutaneous ablation have become increasingly common. Percutaneous ablation is seems to be more effective in certain sub groups such as shorter duration of disease, no structural heart disease and no significant valvular heart disease. Identifying success of the ablation in various sub groups is critical for good clinical outcome.
